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Throughout the province there are a few lady doctors—
practically none in the villages—and with only one lady
doctor for the whole province to supervise and help them.
There are a few health visitors—with a touring supervisor—
a skeleton education service and a still more meagre
women's co-operative staff. And no one to co-ordinate, to
encourage and support them except here and there the
public-spirited wife of an official!
Can it for a moment be supposed that the women are
in less need of help or that the traditional methods of-
running a home and bringing up children are not capable
of just as much improvement as the traditional methods of
farming or of animal husbandry ?
Instinct is not a complete guide for the bringing up of
children in a civilized environment, particularly when
civilization often includes overcrowding, insanitation, and
malnutrition.
The difficulties of the village housekeeper are greatly
increased by her menfolk's failure to keep the village clean,
to produce crops which will enable her to give her family a
balanced diet, and to devote their whole time and attention
to the improvement of the village. Is this any reason for
helping the men to mend their ways and giving no thought
to the troubles and sufferings of the women ?
The women's side of rural reconstruction is even more
important than the men's and the time is past when this
vital work can be left solely to the philanthropic efforts of
part-time volunteers. District Officers' wives do what they
can, but not every officer has a wife and not every wife has
the leisure, training or inclination to do steady continuous
welfare work. Nor indeed is it fair to ask them to. The
philanthropic volunteer's proper work is not to do the
day-to-day work of a welfare service. Her job is to back

